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Snapshot of societ y
The Top 10 ancestry responses in the 2006 Census were 
as follows:

  Illustrate these fi gures on a bar graph. Collect data re-
lating to the ancestry of your class members and con-
struct another graph. How do the graphs compare?

  Drawing inspiration from the song I Am Australian and 
its line “We are one, but we are many”, make a poster 
illustrating the various ancestry groups represented in 
your class.

         www.abs.gov.au

Compiled by JEANETTE HILLDownload previous activity pages from: http://ink.news.com.au/mercury

Hitting the right note
In 1982 Paul McCartney’s song Ebony and Ivory became 
a No.1 hit. Apparently, he was inspired by the comedian 
Spike Milligan (above) who said: “Black notes, white notes 
and you need to play the two in harmony, folks.”

Here is the chorus:

Ebony and ivory live together in perfect harmony.
Side by side on my piano keyboard, 
oh lord why don’t we?

  What is Milligan saying about the notes on a piano and 
why has McCartney chosen to compare a piano with the 
way humans live?

�  Using the piano as an example, think of another 
everyday object that could illustrate harmony.

�  Come up with your own slogan promoting harmony.

Celebrate cultural diversity with these classroom activities

Multiple messages
The success of Harmony Day relies on more people fi nd-
ing out about it. If you tell every member of your immedi-
ate family about Harmony Day and each family member 
then tells another four people, how many people will get 
the message?

�  In total, how many people will your class inform?
�  If each of those people then tells another four people, 

how many will know about the day?

Read about how other schools and organisations 
are spreading the message at 
www.harmony.gov.au/whats-on/
what-are-others-up-to.htm

Peaceful habitats
Just as we live in a particular area and community, 
animals and plants live in their own habitat.

  Choose a specifi c habitat such as the ocean, rainforest 
or desert. 

  Find out what kinds of animals and plants live together 
in that habitat.

  How do they help each other survive?

�  Can you fi nd any examples of disharmony among the 
animals?

�  Do you think animals are better at living harmoniously 
than people?

www.panda.org/news_facts/education/
middle_school/habitats/index.cfm

www.abc.net.au/science
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