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Rokeby excels musically

AGAINST THE ODDS: Winners of this year’s TasMusic Rock Challenge.

THE music department at
Rokeby High School covers
all areas of music and perfor-
mance.

This year we have a class
called Advanced Music Per-
formance. This course in-
volves all practical work, spe-
cialising in rock band
presentation and composing
of original material.

The most experienced se-
nior rock band works towards
competing in the annual Tas-
Music Rock Challenge.

This year Rokeby High’s
Against the Odds beat the
odds — and five other bands
— to win the high school
section of the competition.

Against the Odds has been
chosen to play at the big Gone
South rock concert this year
on the main stage. This is a
very exciting opportunity for
any band, especially a high
school band.

Rokeby High also runs a
general music course. This
involves theory and practical
work.

Two specialist tutors visit
the school regularly to teach
brass, woodwind, drums, bass
and guitar. They assist the

rock bands as well as the
concert band.

The Rokeby Concert Band
plays at school assemblies
and community events.

On September 4 the concert

band participated in a com-
bined schools concert at City
Gate. Some of the pieces
Rokeby played were Sabre
Dance by Adam Khatcatur-
ian, A Billy Joel Portrait

written by Billy Joel and
arranged by Jay Bocook, Jag
by Bruce Broughton and
Hymn for Band by Hugh M.
Stuart.

The following day the con-

cert band performed at the
Howrah Sunshine Centre.
The music was very well
received and the members of
the centre were kind enough
to donate $100 to the school’s
music department.

INSET: Rokeby High
Schools first (and
hopefully not last) all-girl
band, Side Shock.

Editorial
team: Heather
Hovington, Kate
Gannon, Nic
Derkly, Tom
Horne, Chris
Hevey, Natalie
Wilson, Naomi
Reynolds

Learning essentials
ROKEBY High School is
undertaking a new cur-
riculum called the Es-
sential Learnings. This
curriculum involves five
areas: thinking, commu-
nication, personal fu-
tures, social responsibil-
ity and work futures.

The Essential Learn-
ings are designed to as-
sist students with life
after school.

The five elements help
students to see the pur-
poses of what they are
learning.

To be able to adapt to
new things as they arise
and to be resilient
throughout life, students
need to develop skills in
the areas of thinking,
communication, investi-
gation, deliberating, re-
flecting and making
judgements.

Essential Learnings
can help students under-
stand what they are
learning and how it
might help through
school and beyond.

A group of 11 grade
eight students under-
took a four-week pro-
gram which involved
solving problems by
themselves.

The students would
get together for three or
four double periods a
week to work on a gener-
al theme of inventions.

Students engaged in
group discussion and
worked on their own.

At the end of the four
weeks, students com-
pleted a survey on how
they thought the Essen-
tial Learnings program
had helped them. The
students all said it had

helped them to be more
inquisitive in their
learning and to ask more
questions.

They also emphasised
that they had developed
a deep understanding of
the issues they had been
considering.

Night
of arts
ROKEBY High School
presented an evening of
Arts Celebration on
October 23.

Parents, friends and
members of neighbour-
ing communities were
invited.

The night turned out
to be a great success with
twice as many people as
we expected.

More than 80 students
were involved in the per-
formances.

Among the enter-
tainers was our senior
rock band, Against the
Odds.

Rock bands from dif-
ferent grades also per-
formed alongside dance
groups, concert bands,
guitar ensembles and
guitar soloists. There
was also drama and a
visual arts display.

The rock bands gained
everyone’s attention
with their original music
and covers from popular
rock music.

Our dance group
prompted people to tap
their feet to the great
rhythms. The dance
group was choreo-
graphed to popular
tunes like Hey Mickey by
Bewitched.

The drama groups
showed great skill with
comedy and satire, pre-
senting short plays, duo-
logues and monologues.

The acoustic guitar at-
tracted a lot of attention
with classic songs like
Led Zeppelin’s Stairway
to Heaven.

The very expressive
visual art display in-
cluded paintings, draw-
ings and collage.

With the great turn-
out, Rokeby High was
able to show what we can
do with the talent we
have at our school.

We gave everyone a
really fantastic night,
leaving them with great
memories.

Parents said they
loved to watch their chil-
dren performing to such
a big crowd.

We hope to have an-
other arts evening to
again show our spectacu-
lar talents.

ROKEBY HIGH SCHOOL
We will achieve

Working
out own
studies

NEGOTIATED
ACTIVITIES:
Students take
advantage of online
computer
classrooms during
a Negotiated Time
class.

ROKEBY High School is
taking an innovative
stance on learning
thanks to their Nego-
tiated Time class.

Students are using
this relatively new class
to learn from Web CT
(virtual classrooms).

There are a variety of
Web CT classrooms to
choose from, ranging
from Sports Science to
Office Administration.

Students can also
‘‘negotiate’’ their time
with the teacher to work
on school assignments or
on a school year book.

A variety of accredited

short courses can be
awarded following this
work.

Rokeby High is one of
the few schools that suc-
cessfully offers students
a class to choose a sub-
ject not offered in the
school’s regular class-
room environment.

Phone 6247 8677

Phone 6247 9488
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Proudly employ
seven of your
past students

REAL ESTATE
6248 7666

14 Mannata Street
Lauderdale

Come and
order your

roasted
Chicken or
platter for
Christmas

SHOP 3/46 SOUTH ARM RD,
ROKEBY

Phone 6247 1744
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The qualified team of
cut ‘n’ polish

hair and beauty
invite new and existing clientelle
to visit for a new summer make

over.
OPEN 6 DAYS & THURSDAY NIGHT

for your convience, it has never
been easier to find the time for a

new look.
We also stock Wella and PPS

hairwear to keep you looking good.
Situated in the Knopwood Centre

(NEXT TO LEGS & BREASTS)

SHOP 4, 46 SOUTH ARM RD
Phone 6247 8844
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We stock a ‘Range of
Street-wear’

PHONE 6244 6479

ROKEBY PHARMACY

WE STOCK AND RECOMMEND

Chemists’ Own
RANGE OF PRODUCTS

46 SOUTH ARM ROAD, ROKEBY
Phone 6247 8802

QUALITY MEDICINES AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE

Paul & Clare
Reid

FRED JOB
Watch, Clock and

Jewellery
SALES AND SERVICE

Shoreline Shopping Centre
HOWRAH

PHONE 6247 6905
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FREE ASSESSMENT
1300-13-6252

KUMON MATHS
and ENGLISH 

STUDY BY
CORRESPONDENCE

With Kumon’s 40 years
experience, your child can

learn HOW to learn, advance
beyond school level and enjoy

the rewards of daily study.
Contact Julie Ward for


